
“The mission of the Colo-

rado Teen Court Associa-

tion (CTCA) is to unite 

Teen Court professionals 

and volunteers for the pur-

pose of education, advoca-

cy, and support. Our goal 

is to foster growth and sta-

bility within Teen Court 

programs throughout Colo-

rado. “ 

 

 

 

 

Morgan Mote and Beverly Hodges stepped down from their positions in 2017. 

In the new year, two brand new board members for the Colorado Teen Court 

Association were voted into the offices of Secretary and Vice President. Mem-

bers also voted for the former Vice President to become the  2018 President. 

Our former President, Morgan Mote of Colorado Springs Teen Court, was a 

wonderful President in the beginning stages of the CTCA’s organization and 

all members are grateful for her expertise, organization, and leadership. We 

are confident Elise Krumholz, of Lone Tree Teen Court, will also lead the as-

sociation well and look forward to the coming year!  

President  ~ Elise Krumholz (Lone Tree) 

Vice President  ~ Rebecca Huska (Aurora) 

Secretary  ~ Holly Watt (Centennial)  

Treasurer  ~ Deborah Westwood (Castle Rock) 
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– By Elise Krumholz

2017 was Lone Tree Teen Court’s first year! Lone Tree held 68 

Peer Panels over  the course of the year , which would not 

have been achieved without our dedicated volunteers.  

Volunteers 

Starting in the fall of 2016, over 45 youth volunteers completed 

General Legal Training. Lone Tree also has 5 wonderful adult 

volunteers. Overall, the volunteers have contr ibuted over 

900 hours of service to the Lone Tree Teen Cour t. The vol-

unteers have demonstrated great professionalism by effectively 

using the principles of restorative justice and positive peer influ-

ence to encourage the respondent to understand the impacts of 

their wrongdoing and to take accountability by repairing the 

harm done.  

Respondents 

In addition, Lone Tree respondents have demonstrated great 

commitment to making things right after obtaining a misde-

meanor offense. The Peer Panelists assigned 42 educational 

classes, 41 respondents to participate in Jury Duty, over 1300 

community service hours, 54 apology letters, and 40 special pro-

jects. The Panelists were able to hear the needs of the respond-

ent, their family, the community, and others when designing 

meaningful sentencing requirements.  

We look forward to some exciting Teen Court develop-

ments in 2018, including new sentencing options and ad-

vanced training for volunteers.  

—By Rachel Starry 

The City of Lakewood Teen Court is 

looking for new volunteers to partici-

pate for this upcoming school semes-

ter!  Lakewood has a new coordinator, 

Rachel Starry, and is seeking volun-

teers. 

“Teen Court is an excellent program 

for students to build their confidence in 

public speaking and to meet other stu-

dents throughout the Lakewood area.  

Volunteers must be 13-18 years of age 

to participate in the program.   

Teen Court is held every other Tuesday 

at 5pm during the school year at the 

City of Lakewood Public Safety Build-

ing located at 445 S. Allison Parkway.  

The City Attorney’s Office will be 

providing training opportunities for 

new Teen Court volunteers on January 

23, 2018 and February 6, 2018 at 5pm 

at Lakewood Municipal Court.   

Teens or parents can contact 

Rachel Starry with the City of 

Lakewood Probation Depart-

ment at 303-987-7413 or rac-

sta@lakewoodco.org to re-

ceive more information re-

garding the program or how to 

participate.” 
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—By Erick Groskopf 

This past year, 323 cases have been referred to Colorado Springs Teen Court (CSTC).  These cases 

involve first-time misdemeanor juvenile offenders between 10 and 18 years old.  Approximately half 

of these cases were directly referred from middle schools and high schools throughout Colorado 

Springs.  These pre-adjudication/pre-ticket cases are treated just as regular ticketed cases, however 

these youth are fortunate to be going through Teen Court withOUT any formal criminal charges.  As 

long as they complete the sentence given to them by a panel or jury of their peers, these teens will not 

receive a ticket at all.   

Each year, CSTC relies on 150-200 student volunteers from all over Colorado Springs to hear each 

case individually in order to help the at-risk youth of their community.  Over this past year, several 

student attorneys have successfully passed the Teen Court Bar Exam and have been sworn in by real 

Municipal Court judges.  These ceremonies held at Teen Court’s quarterly Volunteer Trainings are a 

wonderful opportunity for volunteer parents and family members to attend and take photos with the 

judges while providing the staff with the chance to honor and appreciate the student volunteers.  

Thanks to the relentless dedication of Teen Court’s student and adult volunteers (including lawyers, 

judges, and loss prevention specialists) combined with the effectiveness of Restorative Justice For 

Teens By Teens, CSTC’s current recidivism/re-offense rate stands at a remarkable 7%.       



—by Rebecca Huska

This past school year, Aurora Teen Court had 302 cases referred to us with over an 80% suc-

cess rate.  We also completed four Student Attorney trainings, adding a total of 15 new Student 

Attorneys! Two of our seniors took home the Top team award at the 2016 CTCA Mock Trial: 

Kaitlynne & Rafael. This year we will say goodbye to 12 Seniors, but we are excited to wel-

come in more. We are also excited to be hosting the 2018 CTCA Youth Event Mock Trial with 

some of our wonderful Municipal Court Judges, City Attorneys, and Public Defenders helping 

to volunteer. 2018 has started out great and we are looking forward to another successful year.   

—by Beverly Hodges

Woodland Park Teen Court was established in 1994. A local diversion program operated by the Police 

Department in partnership with the Municipal Court. Teen Court is offered to eligible 1st time offend-

ers of a misdemeanor offense. Typical offenses in 2017 were possession of marijuana and drug para-

phernalia, harass- ment, theft, curfew, 

possession of tobacco, and unlawful use of a 

weapon. 

Our program will inter- rupt developing pat-

terns of criminal behav- ior by promoting feel-

ings of self-esteem, motivation for self-

improvement and de- velopment, and a 

healthy attitude to- wards authority. The 

ideal outcome is that young people take re-

sponsibility for their actions and provide res-

titution to the victim and community.  



—by Carolyn Sheridan

 

We heard approximately 70 cases last year, with a 

tie between Possession of Marijuana and Distribu-

tion of Tobacco as the most popular  charges.  

 

 

 Our 32 youth volunteers hit over 1,250 hours of volunteer 

time! Our respondents were sanctioned to complete over 

1,000 hours of community service For  the 2017 Annual 

Youth Event, Parker Teen Court won the Defense award.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

—by Deborah Westwood

2017 marked the 10 year anniversary for the Castle 

Rock Teen Court!  We had a total of 76 cases. Respondents served 295 hours during jury duties and 

were assigned to complete over 1200 hours of community service. Our volunteers also served over 

1200 hours during hearings and special events. We had guest speakers, including the 18th Judicial 

District Attorney, George Brauchler, several events, and new and exciting things happen in our pro-

gram. One of the most exciting; a former 4 year Teen Court volunteer was hired by the Castle Rock 

Municipal Court as a Court Clerk and Teen Court Assistant...a very exciting opportunity and we are 

thrilled to have her on our team. We are thankful for the past 10 years of success with Teen Court and 

look forward to what 2018 has to hold!  



Youth volunteers from different Teen Court programs in Colorado came together in June 2017 for CTCA’s 

second Mock Trial Competition. Four teams from Aurora and Parker competed for Top Prosecution or 

Top Defense. Youth volunteers also participated on the jury, as bailiffs, and as pretend respondents. The 

teams took on a false reporting case and did a great job building their cases, objecting, and upholding re-

storative principles. While the youth attorneys were preparing their cases, other youth volunteers worked 

on teambuilding activities and spoke with Aurora Judge Spade, who also presided over the competition. 

Jan, from Parker Teen Court ,won Top Defense. Ron and Bailey, from Aurora Teen Court, won Top Pros-

ecution.  

 



 

In October, Castle Rock Teen Court hosted the adult conference which brought coordinators,  court 

administrators, school resource officers, and community partners together for trainings on suicide pre-

vention taught by Denise Montano from INNOVA Recovery Services, creating a positive culture for 

volunteers through making a connection taught by Staci McCormack from DCSD , and getting Teen 

Courts more involved and impactful to the community. We also had a roundtable discussion where at-

tendees could discuss relevant issues, questions, and ideas 

with one another. Everyone had a good time learning 

from other Teen Courts around the state and gaining new 

ideas and knowledge from the insightful guest speakers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Send us an email for more information 

about our association and how you can get 

involved! 

President- Elise Krumholz  

Elise.Krumholz@cityoflonetree.com 

Vice President- Rebecca Huska 

rhuska@auroragov.org 

Treasurer - Deborah Westwood 

Dwestwood@crgov.com 

Secretary- Holly Watts 

hwatt@centennialcolorado.com 

Visit us on the web at 

 

 

 

 

Colorado Teen Court Association 

 224 E. Kiowa Street Colorado 

Springs, CO 80903  
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